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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To appropriately manage the control right 
of an image pickup device for a plurality of image pickup device control 
requests and to appropriately control the possession time of the control 
right especially, based on the generation state of the control request. 
SOLUTION: A plurality of client devices which issue a control right 
request are registered to a camera control queue for acquiring the 
control right of the image pickup device (steps S8 and S9). When it is 
detected that the control request to the image pickup device is issued 
from one of the plurality of client devices registered in the queue (steps 
S1 and S2), in the case that the client device of the issuing origin of the 
control request is not provided with the control right, whether or not the 
control right is to be shifted is judged, based on the control right 
possession time of the client device provided with the control right 
(steps S3 and S4). Then, in the case of judging that the control right is 
to be shifted, the contents of the queue are updated and the shifting of 
the camera control right is executed (steps S5, S6 and S7). 
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